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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



[October, 



England, entered into a controversial correspondence with 1/ negation et quelquefois la 
the Abbe Miel, on the subjects treated of, which has led 
to the conversion of the latter; andtheoncesincere and zea- 
lous Roman priest is now a sincere and zealous evangelical 
Christian. 

The subjoined letter has since been received by Mr. 
Collette from the Abbe. 

To C. H. Collette, Esq., 57, Lincoln** Inn Fields. 

Monsieur — Comme vous Sia — As you were the first 
avez ete le premier instrn- instrument employed by God 



ment dont Dieu s'est servi 
pour me dessiller les yeux, je 
veux vous faire part, a voas 
le premier, de I'heareux 
changement que la divine 
grace a opere dans mes idees 
«t dans mon cceur. 

Et d'abord, je vous l'avouerai 
sans detour, Monsieur, il m'en 
a ooute de reconaitre, d'apres 
tos indications si positives, 
non pas que je m'etais trorapc, 
mais que nos thcologiens les 
plnsconsideresnonstrompent, 
on pi a tot se trompent eux> 
memes. Force pourtant de 
me rendre a l'cvidence sur la 
faussete d'un des principaux 
textes cites dans ma brochure, 
je eras pouvoir me ret rancher 
sur les autres qui etaient 
nombreux et me paraissaient 
concluants. Helas! voasl'avez 
trop bien montre, Monsieur, 
ils ne meritaient guere plus 
de con fiance que le premier. 
Je me rejetai alors sur This- 
toire. Je voulus trouver dans 
les documents his tongues de 
la premiere periode Chre* 
tienne, des faits decisifs en 
faveur de la prim ante de 
Tevcque de Rome, c*est-a-dire t 
de la Papaute. J'ai produit 
aveo confiance les plus impor- 
tants de ceux sur lesquels les 
docteurs Catholiques Romains 
sppuyent leur system e. Mais 
bientot un exam en plus at- 
tentif et plus impartial, pro* 
yoque par vos attaques, ro'a 
prouvt* qu'ils etaient insigni- 
fiants ou douteux; et pour 
guelqueS'Uns qui semblent 
favorables, j*en ai decouvert 
d'innomb rabies qui son t mani- 
feetement contraires a la these 
que j'avais entrepris de de* 
fendre. Et ainsi, Monsieur, 
si vos articles contre mes 
brochures pechent dans la 
forme, qui pourrait etre quel- 
quefois plus digue, et souvent 
plus adoucie ; du moins, vous 
avez gain de cause ponr le 
fond, et e'est l'essentiel. La 
question debattue entre nous 
est trop serieuse, j'ai apporte 
trop de bonne foi dans cette 
controverse, pour songer a me 
defend re par des arguties. 



Le travail critique et his- 
torique auqnel vos articles 
m'ont conduit, Monsieur, a 
ete suivid'un autre non moins 
important. Quand j'aivu que 
la doctrine Romaine ne pou- 
vait tenir en face de l'histoire, 
je me suis demande si du 
moins elle n'avait pas dans 
l'evangile des fondements so- 
lides. Laissez-moi vous le 
dire, Monsieur, ce fut un 
graud jour dans la vie de mon 
arae que celtii, oit apres de 
longues luttes intcrieures 
qu'un vrai Catholique Komain 
peut seul corapreudre, je me 
decidai a lire l'evangile avec 
un esprit sincere, mais inde* 
pendant. Cent fois preeedem* 
ment j'avais fait cette lecture, 
mais dans un simple but d'edi- 
fication, ct bien determine a 
ne jamais voir dans le texte 
sacre que le sens qu'y attache 
l'eglise Romaine. Cette fois 
je re sol us done de ne m'en 
rapporter qu'au jugement de 
ma raison- aidee de In priere. 
Or, a peine eus-je parcouru 
quelques-unes des saintes 
pages dans ces dispositions 
nouvelles que je fus stupe fait 
de decouvrir daosle livre divin 
une doctrine que je n'yavais 
jamais remarquee preeedem- 
ment, et qui dans les points 
fondamentaux me seiuble la 



to remove the scales from my 
eyes, it is my wish that you 
may be the first person to 
whom I communicate the 
happy change which divine 
grace has effected in my views 
and in my heart 

In the first place, I will 
avow, without circumlocution, 
how deeply it has grieved me 
to discover, as you so accu- 
rately pointed out, not that I 
had deceived myself, but that 
our most esteemed theologians 
deceive us, or rather deceive 
themselves. Nevertheless,com- 
pel led to yield to evidence 
respecting the untruthfulness 
of one of the principal cita- 
tions in my pamphlet, I 
thought that I was able to fall 
back upon the others, which 
were numerous, and, in my 
opinion, conclusive. Alas! 
Sir, you have too successfully 
shown to me that these de- 
served no more confidence than 
the first. I then fell back up- 
on history. I thought I could 
find in the historical docu- 
ments of the first Christian 
period decisive proof of the 
primacy of the Bishop of 
Rome — i.e., of the Papal su- 
premacy. I brought forward, 
with confidence, the most im- 
portant of the facts upon which 
Roman Catholic doctors base 
their system. But ere long a 
more attentive and unbiassed 
examination of those facts, to 
which I was incited by your 
attacks, proved to me that they 
were either of no weight or of 
doubtful authenticity; and for 
a few which seem to favour 
the Roman Catholic preten- 
sions, I discovered innumera- 
ble instances in manifest con- 
tradiction to the thesis which 
I had undertaken to defend. 
And I thus found that if your 
observations upon my pam- 
phlets were faulty in style — if 
they seemed, on some occa- 
sions, wanting in suitable dig- 
nity, and often wanting in soft- 
ness — at least, you had the 
right and truth of controversy 
at the foundation, which is the 
essential point. The question 
at issue between us is too 
serious, and I brought to the 
controversy too much good 
faith to suffer me to make use 
of any subterfuges. 

The critical and historical 
researches to which your ob- 
servations led me was followed 
by another of no less impor- 
tance. When I saw that the 
Roman doctrine could not 
stand before the face of his- 
tory, I asked myself whether 
it had not, at any rate, a firm 
foundation in the Gospel. And 
let me tell you, Sir, it was a 
great day in my existence on 
which, after long internal 
struggles, which a real Roman 
Catholic alone cun under- 
stand, I, at last, resolved to 
read the Gospel in a sincere 
but unbiassed spirit. I had 
read it hundreds of times be- 
fore, but simply with a view 
to edification, and with a full 
and fixed determination never 
to see in the sacred text any 
other sense than that adopted 
by the Roman Church. But 
on this occasion, I, at last, 
resolved to take the opinion 
of my reason alone, assisted by 
prayer. Scarcely had I perused 
a page or two in this new dis- 
position of mind when I was 
atuptfied at finding in the 
Divine Book a doctrine which 
I had never before observed 
in it, and which is, in funda- 
mental points the negation and 
sometimes the express condem- 
nation of the teaching of Rome. 



condamnation expresse des 
doctrines de Rome. Les limites 
de cette lettre ne me permet- 
tent pas d'entrer aujourd'hut 
dans quelque detail, mais 
je crois pouvoir defier qui 
que ce soit de lire l'evangile 
comme j'ai fait, e'est-a-dire, 
exempt de prejuges, et avec 
droit ure de coeur, sans arriver 
an resultat que, par la grace 
de Dieu, j'ai moi- in e me ob- 
tenu. Dureste,jeme dispose 
a publier prochainement a ce 
sujet un petit travail, qui sera 
comme l'historique de mes 
etudes, de mes observations, 
et de mes recherches ; User- 
vira, peutetre, aguiderquel- 
ques iimes dans la voie qui 
conduit a la verite ; en tout 
cas, ce sera un temoignage de 
la sincerite, et, (s'il m'est per- 
mis de le dire,) de lasagesse 
avec lesquelles j'ai procede. 

J'aurais pu m'en tenir, Mon- 
sieur, a cette double etude 
sur l'evangile et sur les pre- 
miers ages Chretiens; j'avais 
droit des-lors,je pense.de tirer 
mes conclusions contre lesys- 
teme Romain. Cependant, pour 
que nul ne put me reprocher 
plus tard de m'etre prononce 
dans une matiere aussi grave 
d'une maniere inconsideree, 
j'ai voulu tenter une derniere 
epreuve. J'ai fait tout expres 
le voyage de Rome, afin de 
juger le systeme en question, 
sur place, pour ainsi dire, et 
dans son application imme- 
diate. Oh ! e'est la, Mon- 
sieur, e'est a Rome que les 
faits parlent, ct, certes, un 
bien eloquent langage. Oh, 
non! je ne m'explique plus 
comment, a part me me toute 
etude prealable, un homme 
an cceur droit, a l'esprit sin- 
cerement ami de la verite, 
peut rester ferme dans sa 
foi de Catholique Romain, s'il 
lui a etc donne d'observer 
Rome avec un ceil impartial, 
Presque partoat la supersti- 
tion a la place de la religion; 
ce trafic odienx des choses de 
la piete ; ces hon tenses spe- 
culations sur la foi des sim- 
ples; l'homme substitue a 
son Dieu recevant j usque 
dans le temple les hommages 
qui ne sont dns qu'au 
Seigneur lui-meme,leluxepour 
le moins etrange (au milieu 
d'une population de mendi- 
ants, ) de ces cardinauxet de ces 
ponti-fes, qui n'hesitent pas a 
se donner comme les seuls 
legitimes successeurs des 
pecheurs de la Galilee, et 
comme les premiers ministres 
de celui qui n'avait pas oil 
reposer sa tete; I'ignorance et 
la degradation morale et 
niatcrielle de ce pauvre 
peuple, gouvernc par eux, 
eleve sous leur directe influ- 
ence, et dans le cceur du quel 
on a peine a trouver encore la 
trace d'un sentiment honnete 
etgenereux. .... Mon- 
sieur, je n'ai sejourne que 
quatre semaines a Rome, et 
c'a ete bien avise a moi de ne 
pas y rester d'avantage; mais 
des les premiers moments 
que j'ai passes dans la ville 
appellee sainte, il m'asemble 
que retentissait sans cesse a 
mon oreille cette voix mys- 
terieuse qui fut entendue dans 
le temple de Jerusalem peu 
de temps avant sa mine, 
" Sortons d'ici 1 Sortons d'ici !" 

Et en effet, Monsieur, 
de ce moment je me juge oblige 
de reuoncer a tout mi- 
niate re dans l'eglise Ro- 
maine. 11 ne m'est pas perm is 
de servir plus long temps une 
institution qui sedonnecomme 
divine, quand une etude con- 
sciencieuse m 'oblige a ne voir 
en elle que l'ueuvre des hoin- 
mes, je dirai nieme, le chef- 
d'eeuvre de l'orgueil hnmain. 



The limits of this letter do not 
permit me to enter, on the 
present occasion, into any de- 
tail; but I defy any one to 
read the Gospel as I have — I 
mean free from prejudice, and 
in uprightness of heart, with- 
out arriving at the result, 
which, thanks be to God, I 
have myself attained. I hope 
to be able shortly to publish 
on this subject a few remarks 
which will be, as it were, a 
historical review of my studies, 
my observations, and my re- 
searches ; it will, perhaps, 
serve to guide some souls in 
the way which leads to the 
truth ; at all events, it will be 
a testimony of the sincerity, 
and (if 1 may so say) of the 
caution with which I have 
proceeded. 



Toutefois, Monsieur, je ne 
considere pas comme accom- 



I should have been j a stilled 
in contenting myself with this 
double investigation of the 
Gospel, and of the early ages 
of Christianity. I had a right 
from that moment to draw my 
conclusions against the system 
of Rome. ' However, in order 
that no one might, on any sub- 
sequent occasion, have it in 
their power to reproach me 
with having declared myself 
in a matter of such gravity 
without the fullest considera- 
tion, I wished to make a last 
trial. I undertook for this sole 
purpose, a journey to Rome, 
in order to see the system in 
question on the spot and in its 
direct application to men and 
things around it. Oh! it is 
there — it is at Rome itself that 
facts speak, and, assuredly, in 
eloquent language. I cannot 
explain to myself how, without 
reference to any previous 
studies, any man, with an up- 
right heart, with a mind sin- 
cerely attached to truth, can 
continue firm in the Roman 
Catholic faith after he has once 
seen and observed Rome with 
an impartial eye. Almost every- 
where is to be found supersti- 
tion occupying the place of reli- 
gion, every where an odious traf- 
fic in. objects of devotion ; every- 
where shameful speculations 
based upon the credulity of 
the simple-minded ; man, sub- 
stituted for God, receiving, 
even in God's house, the ho- 
mage due to the Lord atone ; 
amidst a population of men- 
dicants, the strange luxury of 
cardinals and pontiffs, who 
give themselves out as the sole, 
legitimate successors of the 
fishermen of Galilee, and as 
the first among the servants of 
Him who had not where to lay 
his head : the ignorance and 
degradation, moral and phy- 
sical, of their poor people, 
though governed by them, and 
brought up under their di- 
rect influence, and in whose 
hearts is scarcely any longer to 
be discovered the trace of a no- 
ble or generous feeling . . . 
Sir, I remained but four weeks 
at Rome, and I think I did 
well to stay no longer ; hut 
from the first moment of my 
sojourn in the so-called Holy 
City, 1 seemed ever to hear 
resounding in my ear that 
mysterious voice which was 
heard in the Temple of Jeru- 
salem, shortly previous to its 
destruction, " Let us flee 
hence! Let us flee hence!" 

I have, in fact, gone out of 
her; and, you may con- 
sider me for this moment to 
renounce for ever all minis- 
try in the Church of 
Rome. It is not lawful for 
me any longer to serve an in- 
stitution which claims to be 
divine, when a deeper study 
and research compel me to 
see in her but the work of 
man — I will even say, the 
greatest work of the pride of 
man. 

I do not, however, consider 
that I have fulfilled all my 



plis tous mes devoirs envera 
la verite et envers la so- 
ciete Chre tienne. Je vais 
con tinner avec tout le zele 
dontje suis capable mes- medi- 
tations et mes recherces. Joi- 
gnez-vons a. moi pour prier le 
ciel de les benir; et puisse 
vepir un jour ou il me soit 
donne de rendre quelques-uns 
de mes freres participants 
de la lumiere et de la grace 
que Dieu dans sabonte m'aura 
de parties. 

Je serais heureux, Mon- 
sieur, qu'apres nous etre 
tr sites jadis en ad versa ires, 
nous pussiona avoir d6- 
flormais des relations d'amis. 
En toot cas, agreez, je vous 
prie, I'assurance des senti- 
ments de haute estime avec 
lesquels je suis, votre tres 
humble et tout devout servi- 
teur, MittL. 

Londrea, 27 Janvier, 1854. 



duties towards truth and the 
Christian world. I shall con- 
tinue to carry on with all the 
zeal of which I am capable my 

meditationsand my researches. 
Join, I beg of you, your prayers 
with mine for the blessing of 
heaven upon these studies and 
meditations, and that the day 
may come when it shall be 
given me to bring some of 
my brethren to partici- 
pate in the light of grace 
which God shall have shown 
me. 

I should be happy, Sir, if, 
after having formerly known, 
each other as adversaries, we 
may henceforward have inter- 
coarse as friends. But, in 
any event, 1 beg you will ac- 
cept the sentiments of deep 
esteem with which I am your 
very humble and obedient ser- 
vant, 

Miel. 

London, 27th January, 1854*. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We ?iave received Mr. Edmond Power's letter, the great length of 
which, obliges us to postpone it till our next. 

We have again to apologize to several of our friends for post- 
poning their valued communications. If our correspondents would 
recollect the limited space of our columns, when forwarding letters or 
articles, it would prevent much embarrassment and disappointment. 

We beg to call the attention of our correspondents to the utility 
of adding their name and address to their comviunications. 

To diminish the chance of disappointment, all letters should be 
forwarded to the office by the first day of the month. 

All letters to be addressed to the Editor, 9, Upper SaekvilU-st. 

Contributors of £1 per annum will be furnished with six copies, 
any of which will be forwarded, as directed, to nominees of the 
subscriber. Any one receiving any number of the journal, which 
has not been paid for or ordered by himself, will not be charged for 
it, and may assume that it has been paid for by a subscriber. 
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In our number for April, 1853, we gave our rea- 
ders a short account of the alleged apparition of 
the Blessed Virgin on the 19th September, 1846, 
to two peasant children named Peter Maximin 
Giraud, and Frances Melanie Mathieu, aged res- 
pectively eleven and fourteen years, on a moun- 
tain, near Grenoble, called La Salette, the au- 
thenticity of which formed the subject of a sharp 
controversy between M. Philibert de Bruillard, 
Bishop of Grenoble, and his metropolitan, Car- 
dinal de Bonald, Archbishop of Lyons, which 
terminated in a letter of the latter to his clergy 
cautioning them against false miracles, from 
which the following is an extract: — 

" In times of perplexity, pious, but imprudent per- 
sons are found, who wish to have it thought that Qod 
interferes in a visible manner in human affairs. An 
effect produced by a natural cause, which is to them a 
mystery, is by them transformed into a prodigy ; and 
without waiting to examine into it, or consult men of 
knowledge, they allow themselves to be deceived by 
false appearances, and declare miracles to be true which 
are very questionable. Some pecuniary speculations 
which intrude themselves into everything, seize upon 
this imaginary fact, and, at the expense of the credu- 
lous, turn it into profit. Men yreedy of gain soon dress 
out the history of these false miracles, and accompany 
them by false indulgences. What, then, is their grand 
object, but to procure dishonest gains, by trafficking in 
objects of superstition. We, therefore, forbid the publi- 
cation of any miracle from the pulpit without previous 
permission, should its authenticity be attested even by ano- 
ther bishop." 

We have not recurred to the subject for the 
last eighteen months, believing that but few of 
our intelligent Roman Catholic readers were in 
danger of being deceived or influenced by so 
glaring an imposture; and knowing that the 
prevailing feelings, with regard to the matter, 
were those of regret and shame, that the cause 
of religion should be compromised by such pal- 
pable frauds upon the credulity of mankind. 

The asserted miracle has, however, been of 
late so perseveringly pressed by the ultramon- 
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tane journals, such as L'Univers, the Catholic 
Standard, and the Tablet,* that we think it would 
be culpable in us any longer to delay placing 
before the public the real state of the matter as 
it now.stands, involving, as it clearly does, much 
more than could have originally been anticipated 
from such a beginning. 

Oar attention has been, moreover, particularly 
called to the subject by some recent publications 
which show, that the matter still occupies an 
amount of attention and credit which we could 
scarcely have anticipated after Cardinal De 
Bonald's letter. 

A little Volume, published by Messrs. Richard- 
son, of London and Derby, entitled, " The Holy 
Mountain of La Salette," by a pilgrim of the year 
1854,f among other things discloses the facts, not 
only that the Bishop of Grenoble published a 
formal charge ("mandement") in its favour, dated 
19th September, 1851, but that the Pope is be- 
lieved to have been induced to take part with the 
bishop, by authorising the establishment of a 
sanctuary at La Salette, to which he has conceded 
a variety of spiritual favours. 

To prevent misconception we transcribe, from 
this book, page 79, the following passages verba- 
tim : — 

" I. By a Rescript of 24th August, 1852, the Sovereign 
Pontiff declared the High Altar of the Sanctuary of fa 
Salette, a privileged Altar in perpetuity. 

"il. By a Rescript of 26th August, 1852, he grants 
permission to say a Votive Mass of the Blessed Virgin, 
to all priests who come to La Salette, on any day of the 
year except on the great Festivals and the privileged 
.Feriai. 

" III. By a Brief of 26th August, 1§52, the Sovereign 
Pontiff grants to the members of the Confraternity of La 
Salette— 

"1st A plenary indulgence on the day of entering the 
Confraternity. 

" 2nd. A plenary indulgence at the hour of death. 

u 3rd. A plenary indulgence once a year, the day of the 
principal festival of the Confraternity. 

" 4th. An indulgence of seven years and seven quaran- 
tines, four times a year, on four determined days. 

"6th. Sixty days of indulgence for every work of piety 
or of charity accomplished by them. ,-M 

"IV. By a Brief of 3rd September, 1852, His Holiness 
grants a plenary indulgence once a year to every one who 
shall visit the church of La Salette. 

" V. Another Brief of the same date grants — 

" 1st A plenary indulgence to the faithful who follow 
the exercises of the missions or of the retreats, preached 
by the missionersofLa Salette, provided they haye assisted 
at three, at least, of the discourses. 

" 2nd. Two hundred days each time they assist at one 
of the discourses. 

" VI. A Brief of 7th September, 1852, grants for ten 
of the missioners of La Salette, the power of indulgencing 
crosses, medals, and beads. 

"VII. A Brief of the same date, gives the Missioners 
of La Salette the power of giving the Scapular to the 
faithful. 

_ " VIII. A Brief of the same day erects the Confrater- 
nity of La Salette into an Arch-confraternity, under the 
name of our Lady of Reconciliation of La Salette. 

"IX. In fine, by an Indult of 2nd December, His 
Holiness Pius IX. grants, at the request of the Bishop of 
Grenoble, the permission to solemnize each year, on the 



* The Tablet of 8rd September, 1858, say* — "The appear- 
ance of La Salette is a great supernatural event, which has 
happened in an unbelieving age, to confound the infidel and 
the blasphemer." And a letter to the editor, dated Mountain 
of La Salette, 16th September, 1834, inserted in the Tablet, of 
z6th September last, commences thus — " Dear Sir— When the 
editor of the Unimn, was lately asked if he believed in the 
apparition of La Salette, he answered, 'Tout L'Onwera 
Cmit !' That the editor of the Tablet believes it all the world 
knows; and 1 beg to assure him that the missioners of La 
Salette feel truly grateful for the good that has been done by 
his advocacy of the truth of the apparition." 

The Tablet of J3th August, 1854, reviewing the work, 
published by Richardson, says — " We suppose this work will 
long remain the most important repository of information on 
the itupcndouf event of which it treats." 

t The Catholic Standard of 26th August, 1854, in reviewing 
this, has the following passage—" Even in those days of cold- 
ness and unbelief, we are not without viable proofs of the 
Blessed Virgin's continued intereat iu our behalf, and of her 
power with God. Not only is she not repulsed by our tepidity — 
for the very reman that faith has waxed cold does ahe appear 
amongtl m, endeavouring by fresh miracles of grace to excite 
ua to fervour in the service of God. Rimini, La Salette, and 
other localities, have, in our own days, witnessed a renewal of 
the wonders of more faithful ages ; and persona brought into 
the Church, or into a state of grace, not merely by the devout 
use of the medals and scapulars of Mary, but by her vitible 
interposition in their behalf." 



19th of September, the anniversary of the Apparition 
(vfx ipso appaihtionis bos), or on the following Sun- 
day, in all the churches of the Diocese, by a solemn Mass, 
and by singing the Vespers of the Blessed Virgin. In 
the same indult His Holiness authorizes the clergy, if 
they prefer it, to celebrate the memory of the Apparition 
(memobiam hcjus appjjutionis bkcoiebe), by adopting 
the entire office, and celebrating the Mass of the Patronage 
of the Blessed Virgin, under solemn rite, as a Double of 
the Second Class." 

If the Holy See has not formally pronounced 
upon the fact of La Salette in the above briefs, 
we cannot but think that it has given, at least, to 
this new devotion (taking for granted that the 
above statements are true), an amount of counte- 
nance and encouragement which it would be 
scarcely proper for an infallible judge to give to 
an Apocryphal miracle, or even to one of the 
truth of which he had not satisfied himself in 
the most conclusive manner. 

The work, accordingly, has gone on rapidly ; 
and we read in the Tablet of 6th May, 1854, that 
42,000 francs have already been received for 
building a fine church of black marble, on the 
mountain, now nearly completed ; in addition to 
which they are also erecting two hospitals, one 
for men under an order of La Salette monks ; the 
other for women, managed by La Salette nuns ; 
and not even contented with confining these 
orders to the kingdom of France, we find that the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Birmingham has 
thought it right to establish what we suppose 
may be considered a kind of chapel of ease to 
La Salette, in the good town of Stratford-on-- 
Avon, by the following decree, published in the 
Tablet of 10th September, 1853 ;— 

u m THE CHAPEL OP NOTRE DAMS DE LA 8A1BTTE, AT 
8TBATFORD-0N-AVOK. 

"William Bernard, by the pace of God, and the favour 
of the apostolic see, Bishop of Birmingham, to all by whom 
these presents shall be heard or read, health and benedic- 
tion in the Lord. 

" Having taken into our consideration the petition ad- 
dressed to us by the Bev. Alfred J. Dayman, missionary 
priest at Stratford-on- Avon, praying us that we would ca- 
nonically erect in the chapel of Notre Dame de la Salette, 
of the said mission, a pious association of. prayers and good 
works, under the title of ' Our Lady of Reconciliation of La 
Salette.' 

" Having diligently considered the devout ends contem- 
plated by this association, and the tenonr of the brief of our 
Holy Father Pius IX., of date September 7, 1852, 
whereby the Sovereign Pontiff erects into an arch-confra- 
ternity the pious association of ' Our Lady of Reconcilia- 
tion of La Salette,' established in the sanctuary of that 
name, in the diocese of Grenoble, in France ; 

" Having, moreover, in view the design of honouring 
more and more the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of 
God, and of manifesting our confidence in the efficacy of 
invoking her intercession under the title of ' Our Lady of 
Reconciliation of La Salette,' and of opening to the faithful 
of our diocese a new means of obtaining the grace and 
blessings of Almighty God, especially in the conversion of 
sinners to repentance, of such as are sealed in error to the 
truth, in the reparation of all blasphemies against God, 
against his saints, and against holy things, of the neglect of 
his holy laws, and the laws of the Church, especially the 
sanctification of the Sunday, and of all the crimes, sacri- 
leges, and abandonment of the duties of religion, which 
brings the scourges of God upon his people ; 

u And with the full assurance that this pious association 
will contribute, through the mercy of God and the inter- 
cession of the ever-blessed and immaculate Mary our 
Mother, to the divine glory and the salvation of souls ; 

" We hereby, and through these presents, erect, in the 
aforesaid Chapel of Notre Dame de la Salette, at Strat- 
ford-on- Avon, the Association of our Lady of Reconcilia- 
tion of La Salette, and we depute the Rev. Alfred Jeken 
Dayman, missionary priest of that chapel, to establish this 
pious confraternity, and to direct the same in conformity 
with the statutes hereunto annexed. 

" And we authorize the said director of this confraternity 
to obtain its aggregation with the arch-confraternity of La 
Salette, with the view of obtaining for the association those 
favours and indulgences which either have been or may be 
granted to it by the Holy See, and a participation in the 
prayers and good works of the association. 

" Given at Birmingham, under our hand or seal, and 
the signature of our secretary, the 17th day of August, 
1853. 

"iff W. Bekkard, Bishop of Birmingham. 

" By command of my Lord Bishop, 

"E. Estcodrt, Secretary." 

The alleged miracles wrought by our Lady of 



La Salette, are, as the writer in the Tablet of 
,6th May last, observes, " most stupendous and 
almost inconceivable." Two are given in some 
detail, as samples-, which we transcribe verba- 
tim, though some of our readers may, perhaps, 
censure us for giving circulation to such self-evi- 
dent fabrications : — 

" One was of a mot who was raised from death to 
life ! Her history is this ; — Long afflicted with internal 
cancer, she was also covered all over with large boils of 
twelve months" standing. In consequence she was bed- 
ridden, and so weakened that her recovery was wholly 
despaired of. Convulsive fits and paralysis followed. 
The Last Sacraments were administered, and prayers 
for the Agonizing said. Before dying she made two re- 
quests of her mother — one was t» have a Mass said for 
her the morning of her death ; the other to place in her 
hand, after her being laid out, a small image of Our 
Lady of La Salette, which she had devotion to, and that 
it might be buried with her. These were her last words. 
She grew worse, and died that night Her mother sent 
word to the parish church to have the Mass said, and 
sat up with others to wake the corpse. In the course of 
the night she recollected her promise, and taking the 
image out of a press in the same room, she had no sooner 
laid it on her daughter's bosom than, to the astonish- 
ment of all present, the corpse gave a deep sigh, and was 
heard to articulate, ' O Divine Mere, si je dois vivre, 
e'est pour vons server touts ma vie Mir voire sainte 
montagne I' Gseat was the terror of all present at this, 
but greater still did it become when the corpse gayj; 
signs of life by turning on one side. Sleep for three 
hours followed ; and she, who had been dead, awake i* 
perfect health !— she who could not move herself in bed 
sat up, asked for her clothes, walked to church, and 
heard the very Mass which was to have been said for the 
repose of her own soul !1" 

The other occurred also to a nun in the 
neighbourhood : — 

"The mistress of the work awoke In the middle 
of the night, hearing, as she thought with good reason, 
some robbers in the workroom, where some very rich 
vestments then were. Imagining that the robbers would 
fly if disturbed, she advanced and opened the door, but 
they, two in number, rushed upon her and gave her 
several severe wounds. She fell, calling on Our Blessed 
Lady of La Salette for protection, and promising, if 
she obtained it, to make a pilgrimage to the holy, 
mountain. The robbers escaped.; she was found to 
have received no less than twenty-six wounds, awm* 
of which were by the surgeons pronounced mortal,. 
But three days afterwards she was miraculously 
cured, no marhr whatever remaining on A«\ Ths 
bishop gave her permission to perform the pilgrimage, 
which she went through, accompanied by the whole; 
community." 

We might add to these a whole chapter of 
similar miracles, from the work of the Pilgrim 
of 1854, already referred to, but our space for- 
bids ; and if those we hare given do not convince 
the minds of "the faithful," we suppose the whole 
catalogue would fail likewise. 

That they have all failed to carry conviction 
to the minds of those who have had the greatest 
facilities for judging of the whole matter by 
their proximity to the spot, may be best proved by 
the following widely-circulated prospectusof a work 
lately published at Grenoble, exclusively for the 
priesthood, by a considerable body of the clergy 
of that diocese, with the object of laying before 
the Pope a memorial showing the dangers attend- 
ing the (Roman) Catholic Church from the adop 
tion of such false miracles. The work is 
entitled : " La Salette devant le Pape, ou Ra 
tionalism et Herasie decoulant du Fait de ' La 
Salette,' suivie du Memoire au Pape. Par 
plusieurs Membres du Clerge diocesan de Gre- 
noble" :— 

" PROSPECTUS. 

" The event of ' La Salette* has had immense no- 
toriety ; for in every part of Europe the clergy have ac- 
cepted it and proclaimed it as a religious fact, having, to 
a certain degree, made it enter into the religious belief 
of toe Catholic populations. 

" The diocese of Grenoble, and some of the neigh- 
bouring dioceses, have alone resisted the movement 
which elsewhere was received with feelings of confi- 
dence, but which was rejected at Grenoble, Lyons, 
Gap, dbc. ; became there, o,» the very scene of the event, they 
were aware of all the machinations of this work, which 
was essentially human, and they foresaw that the foun- 
dations of religion would be shaken in this age of ra- 
tionalism by this rash enterprise. 
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M The honour of the Catholic religion — the danger 
which it incuri from 'La Salette' — have determined 
the most intelligent and conscientious amongst the 
clergy of the diocese on breaking silence, under the pro- 
tection of the' ' disciplinary canons,' and on submit- 
ting the affair of ' La Salette' to the Pope, in a memo- 
rial which is a model of propriety and moderation, and 
■which points out the unfortunate means by which it was 
endeavoured to exalt an event, exclusively human, to the 
dignity of a miracle. 

" One of the clergy has (in a work character- 
ized by great powers of reasoning, close logical 
conclusions, and deep veneration for the firs!; principles 
of Catholicism, as well as by a religious spirit which 
drew forth the sympathy and approval of the prelates 
to whom it was submitted) shown the power of autho- 
rity, in opposition to that of rationalism, and proves in 
the most decisive manner by facts, quotations, and the 
discussions which it has given rise to : 

" 1. That the recital of the lady to the two shep- 
herds (the groundwork of the miracle) has been falsified 
in its essential points, and with the most aggravating 
circumstances. 

*• 2. That none of the rules prescribed by the Coun- 
cil of Trent (Sess. 25) have been attended to. 
" 3. That the miracles cited are apocryphal. 
"4. Thatthe ' doctrinal mandement' of the 19th Sep- 
tember, 1851, is based entirely upon error. 

"5. That in order to force the acceptance of this 
' mandement' on the diocese, persecution and bribery 
were by turns resorted to. 

" 6. That Rome has not acknowledged the appari- 
tion 

"7. That the conduct and recent predictions of the 
two shepherds — predictions which were impious, here- 
tical, anarchical, enslaving, and which were too well 
inunm at Grenoble and in the diocese — far from hav- 
ing produced faith in La Salette, cause it to be repu- 
diated. 

*' 8. That the apparition is reduced to the prome- 
nade, on the mountain of ' La Salette,' of a fanatical 
nun, who has been pointed out by name, and defied to 
prove an alibi. 

" 9- That henceforward ' La Salette* involves a capital 
heresy, and introduces rationalism into the Church by 
the sanction of authority. 

*' These solemn assertions will cease to surprise 
When the third chapter of the work has been read, and 
when one is forced to veil the face on seeing it 
proved that in 1842, 1843, 1844, and 1845, in the very 
ttune diocese, divers miracles had been attempted, and 
that amongst others the adoration had been commanded, 
And a church had been erected in honour of some blood, 
whose acceptance as the precious blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ had been insisted on. The priest should 
live by truth ; his lips are the depositories of learning ; 
and if he he so fortunate as to awaken faith, and to 
extend it, he should not compromise its purity by the 
inconsiderate adoption of a false miracle. 

" A false miracle throws doubt and contempt on 
true miracles ; and in our days, with the spirit of ra- 
tionalism that exists, it does more — it creates doubts 
and contempt as to the doctrines as well as the acts of 
the Church ; and it is with the sole end of averting this 
danger, and enlightening ecclesiastics at a distance, 
that the clergy after God's own heart have had 
the courage to unite in a volume, of nearly 400 large 
pages 8vo., this memorial to the Pope, and a com- 
mentary, which is as rich iu quotations and in facts, 
as conclusive in its proofs. It is addressed to their 
ecclesiastical brethren in France and in foreign coun- 
tries. This work is a production exclusively ecclesias- 
tic. It will he the Vade Mecum of the priest who desires 
truth as God would have it — who seeks for light to 
4irect safely the belief of the flock intrusted to his 
care, that he may not lead them thoughtlessly into a 
path merely human, which, ere long, his conscience 
might make it a duty to attack, so that he might not 
be the means of supplying a new and too dangerous 
weapon to the enemies of religion. This work is to be 
had, by ecclesiastics only, at the Libruire Nouvelle, rue 
Bayard 13, a Grenoble, (TseVe) price 4f., and 5f. 20c. 
by post. This may be sent either by twenty six postage 
•tamps, post paid, or by Post-office order. 

" An order for 12 copies, at lost, will be forwarded 
by diligence, and the price will then be reduced to 
4f. 50c. 

" To be had at the same library, ' La Salette fnlla- 
vaux (fallax vallis), ou la Vallee de Mensonge.' Par M. 
Donnadieu. 2 vols., in 16mo. Price 2f. 50c. ; and by 
poet, 3f. 50c. All letters to be paid. 

" Lenoir, P.P. 

'• It is requested that this prospectus may be com- 
municated." 

The extensive circulation of the above work 
throughout France, has given a severe blow to 
the credit of what we must consider the greatest 
imposture of the 19th century. The Bishop of 
Grenoble, however, is too deeply implicated in 
the matter to give up without a struggle ; and 



we are, therefore, not surprised to find in the 
Univers, of the 7th inst., a long mandement of 
the said bishop, bearing date 30th September, 
1854, not only condemning the book entitled, 
"La Salette devant k Pape," Grenoble, im- 
primerie Red on, 1854, without one syllable of 
disproof of its contents, but prohibiting the 
faithful of his diocese from reading the book, 
keeping, or circulating it, under pain of excom- 
munication, or, if ecclesiastics, of suspension 
ipso facto ; and further prohibiting, under like 
penalties, every one from reading, keeping, or 
circulating even the prospectus of the work, as 
also the two volumes entitled " La Salette 
Fallavaux," par Donnadieu, mentioned in the 
same prospectus ! 

Thus, at present, stands this important con- 
troversy, begun it will be recollected by the in- 
dignant remonstrance of a Cardinal Archbishop, 
denouncing those " whose object was to procure 
dishonest gains by trafficking in objects of super- 
stition," and ending, for the present, by a decree 
of excommunication against all who have the 
courage to read the masterly expose by M. 
Lenoir and his colleagues, of this daring and 
gigantic fraud upon the credulity of the 19th 
century, which, judging from Salette and the 
Immaculate Conception agitation, appears to re- 
quire strong stimulants to keep its faith in an 
active state. 

How the thing will end it is hard to say. It 
is publicly asserted at Grenoble that the police 
have been, for some time, on the track of the 
fanatic who played the part of the Virgin on the 
occasion; but we confess we much doubt whether 
anything serious will be brought before the pub- 
lic by that machinery. It is far more probable 
that all the weight of the government action 
will be thrown into the scale of the imposture. 
Louis Napoleon is, we fear, too deeply impli- 
cated with the parti-pretre to run the risk of 
covering them with shame and confusion by in- 
convenient disclosures; and it is much more 
likely that the wretched creature will be quietly 
removed to some place where there will be an 
end of her testimony ; and so " our Lady of 
Salette" will be as firmly maintained on her 
pedestal as any other saint in the Roman ca- 
lendar. 

We shall probably return to this subject 
shortly, and examine it a little more particularly, 
merely adding, for the present, that we under- 
stand that the Abbe Rousselot, who has written 
three works on the subject, has made a good 
round sum by propagating the grounds of his 
belief, while M. Lenoir and his colleagues are 
prohibited from circulating the grounds of their 
belief, under the penalties of suspension and 
excommunication.* 
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* M. Rousselot, we are informed, drives also a thriving 
trade by getting to the pilgrims the miraculous water from 
the fountain near which the virgin appeared (said to be a 
sovereign cure for sore eyes), though he has lieen sadly 
grieved, they 6ay, of late, by a reverend brother, the Vicar of 
Corps (a village 4 or 6 miles distant from Salette, upon the 
road throuuh which the pilgrims pass to the scene of the mira- 
cle), who has laid in a large store of the water in bottle, to 
gratify the impatience of the pilgrims to possess the magic 
liquid, who buy largely of him without going to the fountain 
head, to say nothing of the winter season, when Salette is 
not accessible owing to the snow, when the Vicar has all the 
trade to himself, of course, to the great loss and dissatis- 
faction of M. Konsselot, the original vendor. This is really 
hard on poor M. Rousselot, who has worked very bard for his 
privilege, not only by writing up the wh.de thing himself, but 
actually going in person to Rome, and bringing back with him 
the special iudulgenoe, which authorized tbe pilgrimage; and 
but for which not one bottle of the water would ever have been 
sold at all ! We do not exactly kuow whether M. Rousselot 
has any interest in the profits of the substantial inn which has 
been established on the spot for the comfort of the pilgrims ; 
but we are informed, by a correspondent from Grenoble, that it 
is perfectly clear that it is the landlord of this inn who, in his 
double character of landlord and exporter of holy water, has 
profited most largely by the transaction. Of the magnitude of 
his gains, we may judge from a letter, published in the Tablet 
of 2dth September, 1854, in which the writer states, that a vast 
number of pilgrims were then there from every part of France, 
as well as from Italy and Spain. The namber of people as- 
sembled was not less than tix thousand! 



RECENT CONTROVERSY AT BOULOGNE. 
A pamphlet having been recently published at Bou- 
logne, entitled " A Resume of a Controversy between 
a Protestant l>octor of Divinity and two Catholic Lay- 
men," printed by Berger, Brothers, 51, Grand Roe, 
Boulogne, which we are informed contains a very unfair 
and garbled statement of the arguments of the reverend 
gentleman, who maintained the Protestant side, and 
was published without his concurrence or any previous 
communication with him, we consider it a duty to 
open our pages to a correct version of what passed oa 
the occasion, authenticated by a letter from that gen- 
tleman, signed by himself; merely adding that, in the 
spirit of candour and fair play, which we are always 
anxious to maintain, we shall be happy to publish any 
reply or further argument which may be furnished to 
us by the Roman Catholic gentlemen in question, pro- 
vided they comply with the general rules on which out 
periodical is conducted. We rejoice to find, from the 
closing passage in the "Resume," that our offer is likely 
to be accepted, as it states that " the following distiaet 
offer [printed in capital letters] was made on the 
[Roman] Catholic side — viz.. To give op two hours 

A DAY FOR A WHOLE TEAR, IT NECESSARY, TO THE 
DISCUSSION OP ANY POINTS PROPOSED BY THE DOCTO* 
OR ANY OF HIS COLLEAGUES, IN WHATEVER NUMBER 
OR OF WHATEVER DIGNITY. - ' 

We regret that it is out of our power, from the 
crowded state of our pages, to insert the whole in our 
present number. 

TO THE EDITOR OF TEE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir — Allow me to request your insertion of the follow- 
ing account of a discussion which took place recently 
at Boulogne, between two Roman Catholic gentlemen 
and myself; the substantial accuracy of which I can 
vouch for. The circumstances under which the dis- 
cussion took place were briefly as follows : — 

A young lady, who had become a Roman Catholic, 
had expressed her intention of entering a nunnery. 
Before taking this step she consented, at the wish of 
an anxious friend, to hear what might be urged against 
her adopted faith, provided the Protestant advocate 
would be prepared to meet those who were ready, oa 
her part, to defend it. An earnest request having been 
made to me that I would undertake the matter, I agreed 
to do so, and went to Boulogne for the purpose. Before 
the discussion began I was distinctly informed that the 
young lady had not the slightest doubt upon any article 
of the Roman Catholic religion, and that the discussion 
was merely to satisfy her friends, and to be private. 
A report of the arguments used, entitled "Resume of 
a Controversy between a Protestant Doctor of Divinity 
and two Roman Catholic Gentlemen," has since been 
printed at Boulogne by these gentlemen without any com- 
munication having been previously made to me, for 
authentication of its truth or accuracy ; and I regret to 
add that the following statement, which is as nearly as pos- 
sible what passed, is, in almost every essential particular, 
different from that given in the " Resume." Whether 
those gentlemen were justified in printing, without my 
concurrence having been even asked, any report of our 
discussion, I leave them to consider ; but as they have 
done so behind my back, and without even the authen- 
tication of their own names, I consider myself bound 
to publish a true account, authenticated by my sig- 
nature. 

I have the honour to be, sir, yours very truly, 

Edward B. Moeban, D.D. 

Kingstown, Oct. 1, 1854. 

Dr. Moeran — My time here is limited. Hence, and as 
infallibility is not only the great boast of your Church, but 
also the doctrine, which, if admitted, brings with it the ad- 
mission of all tenets having its sanction, I propose it as the 
subject for discussion, and as no proof of it can go beyond 
the Scriptures, I am ready to commence with your main 
passage — "Thou art Peter," &e. 

Mr. Gretton — There are other passages ; and infallibility 
can be proved in three ways : by reason, tradition, and 
Scripture. 

Dr. M. — What is the argument from reason ? 

Mr. G. — If a revelation has been given to a Church, 
there must be some infallible method of ascertaining its 
meaning and teaching it. If, in fact, a Church be pos- 
sessed of a revelation, it must, in order to be a Church 
at all, and discharge the functions of a Church, be also pos- 
sessed of infallibility. 

Dr. M. — Was the Jewish Church a true Church? 

Mr. G.— Yes. 

Dr. M.— Was it infallible? 

Mr. G. — Not in the same sense as the Catholic Church. 
The infallibility of the latter was more complete and ex- 
tended. 

Dr. M. — I do not understand your answer. What do 
you mean by " same sense." Infallibility cannot consist of 
degrees. 

Mr. Langdon — The Jewish Church has nothing to do 
with the matter ; there is uo resemblance whatever be- 
tween it and the Catholic. 

Dr. M However different tbey may have been in other 



